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THE BUGLE 
President’s Note 
David “Slots” Slotwinski, Col, USA, Ret. President 

Happy New Year! Roselyn and I wish each of you and your families a very 
happy, healthy, prosperous New Year as I look forward to serving our 
Chapter as President in 2023. 

Approximately 30 members attended our Jan 18 luncheon at Panorama, 
where CAPT Frank Michael, USN, (Ret), MOAA Chapter and Council Affairs 
provided us with an informative update on (1) MOAA’s membership 
challenge and the task of getting more MOAA members into Chapters, (2) 
MOAA’s grass roots advocacy and the return to an in-person Advocacy in 
Action (AIA) in Washington, DC on April 26, (3) the important role of 
chapter community engagement initiatives, and (4) leadership changes at the 
national headquarters- 12 new board members, new Board Chair- Gen Gary 
North USAF, (Ret) , and a new MOAA CEO- Lt Gen Brian Kelly, USAF, (Ret). 
This year’s Advocacy in Action (AIA) will focus on 3 issues to be voted on by 
the MOAA BOD on Jan 26; per Frank, we can anticipate one of the issues to 
focus on “Tricare for life.” I should have more info before our February 15 
luncheon meeting.  

Following our luncheon, CAPT Michael held a round-robin with our officers 
and board members and it was an enlightening session that focused on how 
to reach/ recruit active duty members, protecting the privacy of member 
information, and the future direction of our social media efforts to include 
pressuring MOAA to create a MOAA app. Topics discussed during this 
session will be discussion points at our future board meetings as we strive to 
improve our chapter’s recruiting/retention, social media presence and 
community engagement. 
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President & 1st VP: COL 
Dave Slotwinski, USA, Ret. 
360-292-3624 

2nd VP, and past President: 
CAPT Carrie Nielson, USN, Ret. 
(Membership), 847-361-7917, 

Secretary: CPT Ro Marcus, 
USA, Ret. 360-561-7451 

Treasurer: Col Bill Moseley, 
USAF, Ret. 360-688-7626 

2023 Board of Directors:  

Ruth Brigden, SSP, Surviving 
Spouse Liaison, 360-438-5786 

Allen Acosta, MAJ, USA, Ret. 
360-556-4642 

Mark Wiseman, MAJ, USA, 
719-313-3160 

CWO4 Bryon Burgess, WANG, 
Ret. 360- 459-2717 

Col Sam Cagle, USAF, Ret. 
Newsletter Co- Editor, 360-456- 
8509 

LtCol DeFrance Clarke, USAF, 
Ret. 360-438-5520  

LTC Steve Edwards, USA, Ret. 
915-306-0629  

LtCol Douglas White, USAF, 
Ret. Chaplain, 253- 686-8966  

Maj Chris Dearinger, USAF, Ret. 
253-677-6713  
Communications Director

2023 Officers and 
Board Members

I am very proud of our chapter- and salute each of you, our chapter 
members for your generosity and support to both the chapter and 
MOAA. Without you, we could not have done the things we have and 
received the national level recognition bestowed on us.  As your 
2023 Chapter President, from my perspective, I see two major 
challenges ahead- recruiting new members and filling seats at our 
luncheons and future dinner meetings. Finding and inviting 
interesting, relevant speakers to our meeting is only part of the 
equation, the second part- we need the entire chapter to support 
these speakers by turning out to hear their messages. The more 
chapter members that turn-out for meetings, the more engaged we 
will become and the greater the impact of our grass root advocacy 
and community engagement initiatives. Look for announcements of 
additional recruiting efforts as we make recruiting, retention and 
membership our top priorities in 2023.  

As a reminder, our January and February charity is our scholarship 
program. Last year we awarded 5- $1000 scholarships and this year 
we would like to do the same. If to date, you have not supported this 
endeavor, I ask you to please consider doing so.  

For monthly meeting reservations, we would like to get back to 
collecting most of the payments via mail before the meeting as we 
would like to provide the restaurant with an accurate meal selection 
count at least two days before our luncheon or dinner (NLT Monday 
afternoon the week of our Wednesday meeting). Consequently, we 
need to either receive your mailed-in reservation before the Monday 
afternoon cutoff time or have received a notification from you, 
preferably via email, confirming your attendance and meal 
selections. If we don’t hear from you and you attend, you may not 
get your preferred selection and will need to order off the menu.  

Our  next board meeting is via Zoom at 5:30 pm on Wednesday, 
February 8 and our next luncheon meeting is on Wednesday, Feb 15 
at Panorama’s Seventeen51 bistro; social  at 11:30 AM, meeting 
called to order at 12:00 pm. Our guest speaker is Rochelle Hicklin,  
CIV USARMY ID- Readiness, JBLM who will address the difficult 
questions of what to do when someone passes on, who to contact, 
what documents to have prepared, how to arrange for military 
honors and burial in a military cemetery plus things we’ve never 
thought about.  

I am looking forward to seeing you on February 15. And remember, 
we’re all recruiters — bring a guest to the February meeting and 
your drinks are on me.  

Dave “Slots” Slotwinski	
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Annual Dues are $20.00. $10.00 for Surviving Spouses. Due 1 Jan 2023. 

 This quarter donations are being collected for the Olympia Area MOAA Scholarship fund.  

Payment for dues (for one, two or three years) and/or donations can be done through the MOAA 
national web site:   

https://chapterdues.moaa.org 

Dues and Donations

Treasurer’s Report 
Bill Moseley, Col, USAF, Ret. - Treasurer 
A complete monthly Treasurer’s Report is available on request. 

MOAA Chapter Dues 
Your 2023 chapter dues are now due.  If you have not already paid them, please use one of the 
following options.  Mail your payment to: Olympia Area Chapter of MOAA, PO Box 5957, Lacey, WA 
98509-5957.  Or, you can make your payment  online at: https://chapterdues.moaa.org/.  The 
online site allows you to pay your dues for up to 3 years.  Plus, you can now make donations for up 
to $500. The system is limited to only one donation category. So, your donations will be credited to 
our quarterly charity.  As a reminder, our dues remain at $20 for members and $10 for surviving 
spouses. 

Scholarship Program 
Our scholarship program is progressing as planned.  This quarter's donations are targeted towards 
the scholarship program.  To date, we have collected $3509.  We will award as many $1000 
scholarships as we can based on the total amount of funds donated.  This year,  we have received 11 
applications from students from high schools across our service area.  Within the next few weeks, 
we will form a scholarship selection committee to judge the application packages and to select the 
awardees.  According to our program guide, the committee will consist of one board member and 
two to four chapter members.  If you would like to serve on this committee, please contact Bill 
Moseley at: willimosel@aol.com .  Thanks for supporting this very impactful program! 

Fisher House Support 
In an effort to continue to support the Fisher House with their needs, we recently donated some 
supplies that were sourced from Moore Wright Group.

Charitable Donations as of 1/31/23 2023 Goal

USO $247.00 $1,400

Fisher House $0 $1,000

Santa’s Castle $50 $1,200

Scholarship $3,509 $2,000

JROTC Booster Club $0 $500

Total Fundraising Amount $3,806

https://chapterdues.moaa.org/
mailto:willimosel@aol.com
https://chapterdues.moaa.org
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Advocacy Focus 
From Jerry Fugich - Legislative Affairs  

The Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs 
(WDVA- https://www.dva.wa.gov) celebrated the retirement 
of Director Alfie Alvarado-Ramos. https://www.dva.wa.gov/
news/2023/permanent-vacation-final-farewell-wdva-
director-alfie-alvarado-ramos 

Washington Veterans Legislative Coalition (VLC) is active and 
engaged in the 2023 State Legislative session.  

https://www.dva.wa.gov/councils-committees/vlc-veterans-

MOAA Legislative Action Center Link:   
https://moaa.quorum.us 

Member of the Month 
Submitted by: Carrie Nielson, CAPT, USN (Ret) - Membership  

Allen Acosta, Olympia MOAA Board Member 

Army enlisted and officer veteran born in Manila, 
Philippines immigrating to Michigan and became a US Citizen in 
1984. Served as an MP, Army infantry, armor and in logistics.  

Favorite duty station/assignment: Vilseck, Germany. 

Family: Wife Christina and daughter.  

How did you end up in Washington? JBLM was my last duty station and I fell in love with the 
Washington outdoors. 

What do you enjoy doing now: Legacy Outdoors, bring veterans and Gold Star families to enjoy 
and heal in the Washington outdoors through fishing and hunting. 

Welcome Our Newest Member 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest chapter member, Marc Cote.  He and his 
wife, Sherri, grew up in Southern Maine.  They graduated from the University of Southern Maine. 
 Army career details vary from early career at the US Army Research Institute of Environmental 
Medicine (USARIEM) to serving as teaching faculty at US Army Medical Centers, to Nuclear 
Medicine Consultant for the US Army Surgeon General. He has held civilian Medical University 
positions over the last 8 years after retiring from the Army as a Colonel in 2008 at JBLM.  He is 
now a Professor of Internal Medicine and lives in Olympia with his wife Sherri, while they still 
travel periodically to Maine to visit family.  He is a lifetime member of national MOAA and finally 
decided to find out what local chapter MOAA membership had to offer. 

WA VLC at the Capitol.

JerryFugich at Alfie’s 
retirement Ceremony.

https://moaa.quorum.us
https://www.dva.wa.gov
https://www.dva.wa.gov/news/2023/permanent-vacation-final-farewell-wdva-director-alfie-alvarado-ramos
https://www.dva.wa.gov/news/2023/permanent-vacation-final-farewell-wdva-director-alfie-alvarado-ramos
https://www.dva.wa.gov/news/2023/permanent-vacation-final-farewell-wdva-director-alfie-alvarado-ramos
https://www.dva.wa.gov/news/2023/permanent-vacation-final-farewell-wdva-director-alfie-alvarado-ramos
https://www.dva.wa.gov/councils-committees/vlc-veterans-legislative-coalition


FEBRUARY 2023

5

Meeting Information and Meal Request 
Venue:  SEVENTEEN51 - Panorama, 1751 Circle Ln. SE, Lacey, WA 98503. 360-438-6623   Please 
RSVP no later than the afternoon of 13 February to candrnielson@comcast.net or willimosel@aol.com 
Date and Time:  Wednesday, February 15, gather at 1130, lunch at 1200. 
February Luncheon Menu Options:

Prime Rib Sandwich with Fries $19.50 x  = $

Tuna Salad Sandwich on Croissant with Soup $19.50 x  = $

Wilted Spinach Salad with red onions, candied 
walnuts, fresh pears and a warm maple dressing. 

$19.50 x  = $

  

The cost is $19.50 (Includes dessert: Black and Tan Brownie a la mode, coffee, tea and water).  
The treasurer strongly encourages members to send in payment for meals along with any dues 
or donations by mail beforehand to ensure RSVP count and simplify matters on meeting day.  
Payment at door must be check or exact change cash. Please send a confirmation email to: 
candrnielson@comcast.net OR willimosel@aol.com OR mail payment and confirmation to: 
Olympia MOAA, PO Box 5957, Lacey, WA 98509-5957

Editorial Policy: The Olympia Area Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) and 
national MOAA provide their advocacy in a nonpartisan manner. Any inference of partisanship is unintended. 
The Olympia Area MOAA is not liable or responsible for the content found in the links to other websites.   

Events and Links 

Our featured guest is :   
Our guest speaker is Rochelle Hicklin,  CIV USARMY ID- Readiness, JBLM, 
Survivor Outreach Services Coordinator.   

Be sure to add our new chapter web page: https://olympiamoaa.org and the 
new Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/2391199391028076 to 
your favorite sites. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Tear line for mail in payments - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Scholarship Fund Donations  = $

Annual Dues $20.00 Member, $10.00 Surviving Spouse  = $

Total Amount Mailed  = $

February Ladies Lunch Club 
February 13, 12:00 pm at Mercatos, 111 Market St NE, Olympia, WA 98501. 
360-5283663.  https://www.mercatoristorante.com/menu/  contact 
christine.mcmanus@gmail.com  There is street parking, a lot behind the building 
and the Olympia Farmer’s Market lot is across the street. For March, Christine is 
looking at Mi Pueblo in Lacey. Please pass along any other recommendations you 
have - our priorities are good food, good parking, and takes reservations for 
decent sized groups.  Please RSVP and feel free to pass the word. If anyone needs 
a ride or wants to carpool please let Christine know.  

Monthly Olympia Area MOAA Board Meeting 
February 8, 2023, 5:30 pm. Via Zoom. Contact candrnielson@comcast.net for a 
Zoom invite.  

mailto:candrneilson@comcast.net
mailto:willimosel@aol.com
mailto:candrneilson@comcast.net
mailto:willimosel@aol.com
https://olympiamoaa.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2391199391028076
https://www.mercatoristorante.com/menu/
mailto:christine.mcmanus@gmail.com
mailto:candrnielson@comcast.net
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Photos

  

VA News 
How to apply for VA health benefits:   
https://www.va.gov/health-care/how-to-apply/ 
VA benefits newsletter:  https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVAVBA/bulletins/33c6a44 

Military History 
Look Back Flight - 1924. One of aviation’s early events was the U.S. Army’s round-the-world flight.  
https://www.afmc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2151705/looking-back-tothe-first-around-the-
world-flight/ 

Local Military Museums:  Lewis Army Museum, JBLM, https://lewisarmymuseum.com  McChord 
Field Museum and Air Park, https://www.mcchordairmuseum.org. 

January Guest Speaker - Frank Michael, 
CAPT, USN, Ret. MOAA Program Director, 
Council and Chapter Affairs

January Guest - Quilts of Valor 

https://www.qovf.org Bill Moseley with Fisher House 
Donations

https://www.va.gov/health-care/how-to-apply/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVAVBA/bulletins/33c6a44
https://www.afmc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2151705/looking-back-tothe-first-around-the-world-flight/
https://www.afmc.af.mil/News/Article-Display/Article/2151705/looking-back-tothe-first-around-the-world-flight/
https://lewisarmymuseum.com
https://www.mcchordairmuseum.org
https://www.qovf.org
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