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THE BUGLE 
President’s Note 
David “Slots” Slotwinski, Col, USA, Ret. President 

Great meeting on February 15! Although the restaurant was a little 
understaffed, they recovered nicely and we settled in to a fantastic 
presentation by Rochelle (Ro) Hicklin, Survivor Outreach Support 
Coordinator on JBLM. Over 35 members were in attendance and attentively 
listened to her walk us through a lengthy “Death Notification Checklist” that 
frankly touched on many things that Ro and I had never thought about. We 
have posted the checklist on our website, and I will bring extra copies to our 
March meeting. 

For our March meeting, I am scheduling Donna Handoe, President of 
Santa’s Castle, to provide us an update about the Castle, including the day 
they visited the Bremerton Navy Base. And, starting in April, we will return 
to dinner meetings with our social at 5:30 PM, followed by dinner at 6:00 
PM. I am working with Joshua to build menus as well as several theme 
nights. 

 This year’s Advocacy in Action is April 26 and will focus on restoring BAH to 
100%, Reversing Tricare Pharmacy Network Cuts, and increasing support 
for the All-Volunteer Force. Dave Casteel, WSCOC President will be our 
council representative and he and his team will strive to call on all of our 
State’s Senators and Representatives. Once he gets back, we will invite him 
to provide us with an update. 

I wish to thank each of you for your generosity and support of our 
scholarship fund as it appears we are very close to collecting enough 
donations to allow us to present 5-$1000 scholarships. If we can collect just 
$750 more, we will be there!  Bill Moseley has collected the applications and 
we may be calling on you to help with the applicant assessments. March, 
through May our charity is the USO and we have a goal to collect $1400. 
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President & 1st VP: COL 
Dave Slotwinski, USA, Ret. 
360-292-3624 

2nd VP, and past President: 
CAPT Carrie Nielson, USN, Ret. 
(Membership), 847-361-7917, 

Secretary: CPT Ro Marcus, 
USA, Ret. 360-561-7451 

Treasurer: Col Bill Moseley, 
USAF, Ret. 360-688-7626 

2023 Board of Directors:  

Ruth Brigden, SSP, Surviving 
Spouse Liaison, 360-438-5786 

Allen Acosta, MAJ, USA, Ret. 
360-556-4642 

Mark Wiseman, MAJ, USA, 
719-313-3160 

CWO4 Bryon Burgess, WANG, 
Ret. 360- 459-2717 

Col Sam Cagle, USAF, Ret. 
Newsletter Co- Editor, 360-456- 
8509 

LtCol DeFrance Clarke, USAF, 
Ret. 360-438-5520  

LTC Steve Edwards, USA, Ret. 
915-306-0629  

LtCol Douglas White, USAF, 
Ret. Chaplain, 253- 686-8966  

Maj Chris Dearinger, USAF, Ret. 
253-677-6713  
Communications Director

Annual Dues are $20.00. $10.00 for Surviving Spouses. Due 1 Jan 2023. 

 While we continue to collect for our scholarship fund 
throughout the year, this quarter (Mar, Apr, May) donations 
are being collected for USO Northwest. 

Payment for dues (for one, two or three years) and/or 
donations can be done through the MOAA national web site:   

https://chapterdues.moaa.org 

or by mail to:  Olympia MOAA, PO Box 5957, Lacey, WA 
98509-5957. 

If you are unsure if you owe dues, contact VP Carrie Nielson or 
Treasurer Bill Moseley: candrnielson@comcast.net OR 
willimosel@aol.com

Dues and Donations

2023 Officers and 
Board Members

I am also excited to report that in attendance at our meeting was 
Taylor Yarbrough and her fiancé Cassie Nelson. Taylor had 
attended a meeting pre-COVID and is now in the process of 
retiring.  We are glad she decided to return.  Please join me in 
welcoming our new chapter member- Taylor and her fiancé 
Cassie.  

As a reminder, for monthly meeting reservations, we would like 
to get back to collecting most of the payments via mail before the 
meeting as we would like to provide the restaurant with an 
accurate meal selection count at least two days before our 
luncheon or dinner (NLT Monday afternoon the week of our 
Wednesday meeting). Consequently, we need to either receive 
your mailed-in reservation before the Monday afternoon cutoff 
time or have received a phone/email notification from you 
confirming your attendance and meal selections. If we don’t hear 
from you and you attend, you may not get your preferred 
selection and will need to order off the menu.  

Our next board meeting is via Zoom at 5:30 PM on Wednesday, 
March 8 and our next luncheon meeting is on Wednesday, 
March 15 at Panorama’s seventeen 51 bistro; social at 11:30 AM, 
meeting called to order at 12:00 PM.  

I am looking forward to seeing you on March 15. And remember, 
we’re all recruiters- bring a guest to the March meeting and your 
drinks are on me. 

Dave “Slots” Slotwinski 

https://chapterdues.moaa.org
mailto:candrnielson@comcast.net
mailto:willimosel@aol.com
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Advocacy Focus 
Jerry Fugich - Legislative Affairs  

The Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA- 
https://www.dva.wa.gov) 

Washington Veterans Legislative Coalition (VLC) is active and 
engaged in the 2023 State Legislative session.  

https://www.dva.wa.gov/councils-committees/vlc-veterans-
legislative-coalition 

MOAA Legislative Action Center Link:  https://moaa.quorum.us 

Treasurer’s Report 
Bill Moseley, Col, USAF, Ret. - Treasurer 
A complete monthly Treasurer’s Report is available on request. 

Support Your USO 
Submitted by: Bill Moseley 

Since 1966, the USO Northwest has served over 4 million active duty service members, veterans, and 
their families with centers at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport ,  Joint Base Lewis McChord (at 
the Shali Center on McChord and at a center located in the America’s Credit Union building), 
Portland Airport USO Center, plus with the use of the mobile units.  Last year, USO Incorporation 
merged USO Northwest under their umbrella.  However; the mission, services, and programs of USO 
Northwest remain basically unchanged.  The USO Northwest is a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization 
that relies solely on the generosity of individuals and organizations like the Olympia Area Chapter of 
MOAA.  With over 300 volunteers in the Northwest region, the USO guarantees that your donations 
go directly to the services and programs benefiting service members and their families. This is one of 
the four organizations that your MOAA chapter supports annually through your kind and generous 
donations.  So; during the next three months, we ask that you consider expressing your gratitude 
toward the world’s finest military, its veterans and their families by generously donating to USO 
Northwest.  They have guaranteed that 100 percent of your donation will remain in the USO 
Northwest service area.  Our goal this year is $1400.

Charitable Donations as of 2/28/23 2023 Goal

USO $247.00 $1,400

Fisher House $0 $1,000

Santa’s Castle $50 $1,200

Scholarship $4,249 $2,000

JROTC Booster Club $0 $500

Total Fundraising Amount $4,546

https://moaa.quorum.us
https://www.dva.wa.gov
https://www.dva.wa.gov/councils-committees/vlc-veterans-legislative-coalition
https://www.dva.wa.gov/councils-committees/vlc-veterans-legislative-coalition
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Welcome Our Newest Members 
We would like to extend a warm welcome to our newest chapter members; Abraham Wamah and 
Taylor Yarbrough.  Abraham is an Active Duty Army Captain who works on JBLM with one of our 
newest board members, Mark Wiseman, and came to our February meeting with Mark and 
Jennifer Wiseman.  Taylor is from Louisville, KY.  She was an Army First Lieutenant, specifically a 
Signal Officer, on JBLM, and is now medically retired.  She attended our February meeting with 
her fiancée, Cassie, a sheriff’s deputy from Oregon.  Taylor has a passion for philanthropic work 
and is hoping to find those opportunities with MOAA.  Now Abraham and Taylor are brand new 
basic national MOAA members and our brand new chapter members – WELCOME!

Member of the Month 
Submitted by: Carrie Nielson, CAPT, USN (Ret) - Membership  

Ruth Brigden is an Olympia Area Chapter Board 
Member and our Surviving Spouse Liaison.  Ruth’s 
husband, Bob, was a Past President of the chapter and had also 
served as President of the local chapter in SW Missouri before 
they moved to Washington.  He also served as President of the 
Missouri State Council of Chapters. 

Where are you from?  Bob and I were both natives of 
California.  

Branch of Service?  Bob was US Navy.  He had 10 plus years 
active duty and 10 plus years in the reserves. 

Specialty/What did you/your spouse do in the military?  Bob was in the Medical Corp.  
He was an Anesthesiologist. 

Favorite duty station/assignment?  The family's favorite duty station was at the Naval 
Hospital in Yokosuka, Japan for 4 years from 1970 to 1974.  While there Bob went on temporary 
duty to Sasebo Naval Base several times.   

Family?  I have 3 sons.  The oldest is a retired submarine nuclear technician.  He is father to 4 of 
my grandchildren and grandfather to my 5 great grandchildren.  Another son has 2 children.   

How did you end up here?  We were living on 70 acres in Missouri and knew that we would 
not be able to continue to keep it up.  Rather than move first to town and later to a retirement 
accommodation, we started looking for a continuing care community.  Our best resource for places 
was the MOAA Magazine yearly issue dealing with where to retire.  Panorama advertised in that 
issue.  The magazine and its ads were an excellent source of potential locations.  We chose 
Panorama because of what it had to offer for the price, its location in a more moderate climate and 
nearer a coastline and evergreen trees.  Its location close to a military base and the potential for 
Space A travel were also very important. 

What do you enjoy doing now?  Travel is still a very important part of my life, as is spending 
time with my children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren.  I also go regularly to the 
symphony.  Meals out with friends are important.  Plus Panorama has so many programs and 
movies on campus.  I notice that I am aging out of doing a lot of volunteer work.  

What would you like to see the chapter do next?  We need to attract more of our younger 
people to be involved.  However, we need to realize that if it weren't for those that have gone before 
us, we would not exist.  This is a real challenge at times.  Remember the motto "We Never Stop 
Serving". 
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Meeting Information and Meal Request 
Venue:  SEVENTEEN51 - Panorama, 1751 Circle Ln. SE, Lacey, WA 98503. 360-438-6623   Please 
RSVP no later than the afternoon of 13 March to candrnielson@comcast.net or willimosel@aol.com 
Date and Time:  Wednesday, March 15, gather at 1130, lunch at 1200. 

March Luncheon Menu Options:
Reuben Sandwich with Fries $19.50 x  = $

Nashville Chicken Sandwich with Green Salad $19.50 x  = $

Wilted Spinach Salad with Pears and maple dressing. $19.50 x  = $

  

The cost is $19.50 (Includes dessert: Lemon Creme Cake, coffee, tea and water).  The treasurer 
strongly encourages members to send in payment for meals along with any dues or donations by 
mail beforehand to ensure RSVP count and simplify matters on meeting day.  Payment at door 
must be check or exact change cash. Please send a confirmation email to: 
candrnielson@comcast.net OR willimosel@aol.com OR mail payment and confirmation to: 
Olympia MOAA, PO Box 5957, Lacey, WA 98509-5957

Editorial Policy: The Olympia Area Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) and 
national MOAA provide their advocacy in a nonpartisan manner. Any inference of partisanship is unintended. 
The Olympia Area MOAA is not liable or responsible for the content found in the links to other websites.   

Events and Links 
Our tentative featured guest is:  Donna Handoe. Santa’s Castle President.  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Tear line for mail in payments - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Scholarship Fund Donation  = $

USO Northwest Donation  = $

Annual Dues $20.00 Member, $10.00 Surviving Spouse  = $

Total Amount Mailed  = $

Surviving Spouse - Nisqually Widows 
The Nisqually Widows is a local social group open to Military Widows, both enlisted and officers.  
They are open to all military widows in this area and meet monthly for a luncheon at Panorama.   

Our speaker for our February meeting was David Bartruff who is in charge of the AARP program to 
help people file their taxes.  A number of the people at the luncheon have used these services 
for years. 

Our March meeting will be held on March 21st.  The speaker will be Cindy Hoover who will speak 
about the Quilts Of Valor Program.  The group gathers about 11 am, lunch is served at 11:30 and the 
program begins after lunch. 

If there are any widows that are interested in being a part of this group, would like more information, 
or would like to attend the luncheon; they may contact Ruth Brigden at rmbrigden@gmail.com or 
calling 360-438-5786. 

Ruth Brigden, Surviving spouse liaison. 

Monthly Olympia Area MOAA Board Meeting 
March 8, 2023, 5:30 pm. Via Zoom. Contact candrnielson@comcast.net for a Zoom invite.  

mailto:candrneilson@comcast.net
mailto:willimosel@aol.com
mailto:rmbrigden@gmail.com
mailto:candrnielson@comcast.net
mailto:candrneilson@comcast.net
mailto:willimosel@aol.com
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Be sure to add our new chapter web page: https://olympiamoaa.org and the 
new Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/2391199391028076 to 
your favorite sites. 

Photos

VA News 
How to apply for VA health benefits:  https://www.va.gov/health-care/how-to-apply/ 
VA Health: Don’t skip a beat on your heart health.  https://news.va.gov/114864/dont-skip-a-beat-on-
your-heart-health/ 

Tax Assistance Thurston County: https://taxaidewa20.org/online/ 

Military History 
March Military History:    March 2, 1965 - Operation Rolling Thunder begins during the Vietnam 
War.  March 5, 1770 - Colonists and British soldiers clash at the Boston Massacre.  March 6, 1836 - The 
Battle of the Alamo ends. March 13 - Canine Veteran’s Day honors military and working dogs. March 15, 
1919 - American Legion founded.  March 19. 2003 - President George W. Bush initiates war in Iraq.  
March 25 - National Medal of Honor Day.  March 27, 1794 - US Congress passes the Naval Act of 1874 

February Guest Speaker - Rochelle “Ro” Hicklin, 
JBLM Survivor Outreach Support Coordinator.

March Ladies Lunch Club 
March 13, 12:00 pm at Mi Pueblo.  

http://www.mipueblolacey.com  

Contact christine.mcmanus@gmail.com  Please pass along any other recommendations you have - our 
priorities are good food, good parking, and takes reservations for decent sized groups.  Please RSVP 
and feel free to pass the word. If anyone needs a ride or wants to carpool please let Christine know.  

Ladies Lunch at Mercato - Barbara Lind, 
Barbara-Anne Smith, Susan Englar, Judy 
Bourgault, Barb Cagle, Christine McManus, 
Ruth Brigden, Janet Charles. 

http://www.mipueblolacey.com
mailto:christine.mcmanus@gmail.com
https://www.va.gov/health-care/how-to-apply/
https://news.va.gov/114864/dont-skip-a-beat-on-your-heart-health/
https://news.va.gov/114864/dont-skip-a-beat-on-your-heart-health/
https://taxaidewa20.org/online/
https://olympiamoaa.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2391199391028076
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